
-- Praying through History in Spain for the Basque Country to Experience Christ’s Love – 

How does history impact the spread of the gospel? How do forces of darkness impede the 
spread of the gospel? Those are two complicated questions, but we know that throughout 
scripture, God’s people confess the sins of the past, even if they didn’t commit them. We know 
that God’s people frequently pray against attacks of the enemy. This guide is an attempt to shed 
some light on past historical events that have effected the Iberian Peninsula (Spain and 
Portugal) and how that affects the Basque Country in regards to how people respond to the 
good news of the kingdom of God. May it help you pray with power and insight for God to begin 
to move in the hearts of the Basque people. 

As we begin this thirty-day walk through Iberian Peninsula history, one needs to be constantly 
aware of two thoughts.  First, Spain, just by itself, is NOT a single country, a single ethnic group, 
a single "people".  The current nation of Spain is seventeen autonomous regions, and these 
regions had their own language (and some still maintain those languages), their own customs, 
their own traditions, their own culture.  The Basque Country Country, Catalunya, and Galicia, 
are the three most easily distinguishable regions today, but Valencia, Cantabria, Asturias, 
Aragon, Navarra, ETC. are unique as well.  National unity is a concept that many have tried to 
impose on this peninsula from without, and some of the regions from within at different points in 
history, but there is a rich diversity to this nation.  As recent as May, 2017, one political leader 
spoke of the "plurality of nations" within the nation of Spain. The imposition of this overall unity 
has been one of the primary instruments of the enemy in the Iberian Peninsula over the 
centuries.  The nation of Portugal seems to be of a more homogeneous nature with regards to 
their ethnicity, but certainly distinct from Spain. 

Second, this Peninsula has not been without a clear witness from God.  Indeed, no people 
group has been "forgotten by God".  "Eternity in Their Hearts", by Don Richardson, is one of the 
most important books you will ever read to better understand God's heart for all people groups.  
First written in 1981 and revised three years later, this book documents the fact that an 
overwhelming number of people groups had, at one time, a clear witness within their culture, 
their society, to the Person of God.  To use, Richardson's words, there is a Melchizedek factor 
(God's general revelation), an Abraham factor (God's special revelation) but also a Sodom 
factor (a misguided understanding).  Richardson's theory is that ALL people groups had a 
unique revelation from God at one time, but they chose to walk away form that truth, just as we 
see chronicled in the Old Testament story of Israel's drift from their Covenant God.   

Within people groups, Richardson discovered that some have this vague idea of a "special 
God", others have the story of a "lost book", and still others have strange customs.  These 
"forgotten elements" elements enable them to recover their lost understanding of God and grasp 
the idea of the God-Man, Jesus, when used well by gospel messengers.  I am NOT a scholar on 
all the different people groups in Spain, but I can tell you that the Basque name for "God" is 
Jaingoikoa", literally God Most High.  God has not forgotten these different people groups.  
Rather, over time they have walked away from God.  But God, in His great mercy and grace, 
continues to pursue them.  There is spiritual opposition that tries to keep people in the dark with 
regards to the Person of God, but God's love continues to reach out to all of them!  To quote 2 
Peter 3:9: "God is not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance".  And as 



Revelation 5:9 declares in speaking of Jesus:  You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased for God persons from every 
tribe and language and people and nation."  

Next, a bit of geographic background is necessary.  Spain has a very important location in the 
"old world".  It sits between the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.  It is a crossroads 
for three continents – Europe, Africa, and Asia.  Remember, the Mediterranean is a gateway into 
Asia.  It is a mountainous country, second only to Switzerland in Western Europe.  Only 18.4% 
of the land surface of Spain lies below 200 meters, and even more incredible, only 12% lies at a 
slope of less than 5% up or down.  The name Iberia was first used by a Greek writer in the 6th 
century BC to refer to people who lived along the Iberus (now Ebro) river.  The Ebro River starts 
in the Cantabrian mountain range and flows west all the way to the Mediterranean.  The other 
significant river is the Guadalquiver.  It starts in the Betica mountain range and flows east into 
the Gulf of Cadiz.  The main natural resources of the country are marine life (more than 4000 
kilometers of shoreline), agriculture (wine, olive oil and grains, even with all of the mountains!), 
and mineral wealth.  Before Roman times, the Celts came into the peninsula form the north, the 
Phoenicians from Biblical Tyre had a series of settlements along the southern coast (biblical 
Tarshish of Jonah was one of those places), and the Carthaginians from north Africa (Algeria).  
As mentioned earlier, the Greeks were there as well.         

With this as a backdrop, let's better understand how the enemy has run interference from the 
Iberian Peninsula and ask God to bind this strongman for a season so that these people can 
hear the good news unhindered, and respond as God wants them to do.  One final point to keep 
in mind as we work through these events is the following.  George Otis, Jr., the pioneering figure 
in spiritual mapping, states that spiritual darkness continues on in a given place for one or more 
of the following four reasons:  (1) religious festivals and pilgrimages, (2) cultural traditions, (3) 
adaptive deceptions (syncretism) and (4) unresolved social injustices.  You can expect to read a 
lot about this through the thirty events below – especially numbers 3 & 4.  And we will be talking 
about "things" that have affected entire continents, and in some cases the whole world.    

DAY ONE.  Written history began, for the most part, with the arrival of the Romans to the Iberian 
Peninsula.  When they first arrived, they did not bring Catholicism with them.  They were 
persecuting the church, even as it went with them to conquer others.  The conquest of the 
Iberian Peninsula began as a sequel to the struggle between Rome and Carthage for the 
political supremacy of the Western Mediterranean.  The first Punic wars was fought in 241 B.C.  
There would eventually be three of those wars, the final won waged from 149-146 B.C.  As 
Rome moved into the Iberian Peninsula, their strategy was to dominate the peoples, build a 
series of roadways to facilitate trade, establish Roman towns that assimilated the people into 
the Roman way of life, and gather resources deemed of value by the Romans.  They were 
effective!  In Spain, apart from Bilbao and Madrid, there is hardly a city that was not either 
founded by the Romans or much better developed under their domination.  Roman roads can 
still be walked.  The Roman Road that leads from San Andrian in the Aizkorri range in Gipuzkoa 
is one of our favorite places to hike.  The Basque language has more borrowed words from 
Latin than from Spanish.  Spain became a unified place for the first time under Roman control.  
But When Julius Caesar died in 44 B.C., there were only 30,000 Romans permanently residing 
in Spain. Following some one hundred fifty years of prosperity, Roman rule began to collapse 
around 297 A.D. and the Iberian Peninsula was left to fend for itself against the onslaught of the 
Germanic tribes, who themselves were fleeing the Huns.                     

There are at least three points of spiritual significance to this Roman activity.  First, the Romans 
were ruthless in their conquest and domination.  Crucifixion was their preferred means of 



dealing with opposition.  There were more than a few public crucifixions in the Basque Country 
and other parts of the peninsula, especially in the north where opposition to the Romans was 
stronger.  This clash of peoples produced violence and struggle, and that kind of chaos allows 
darkness to gain a foothold.  Second, the Romans created the idea of a "unified peninsula" that 
continues to be an ideal as well as a struggle in some parts of Spain still today. They came to 
the Iberian Peninsula to conquer, control and exploit the wealth of this place.  Third, when 
Constantine embraced Christianity as the state religion of Rome in 312 A.D., The Catholic 
Church became the dominant religion in the Iberian Peninsula -- Spain and Portugal -- and the 
Church would lobby for and win allegiance to Catholicism as one of the core values of a unified 
nation, becoming a state church of immense power and influence across the Peninsula and 
eventually around the world.  For many people, to be Spanish or Portuguese is to be Catholic 
and any deviance from this position is viewed with suspicion and disdain.     

DAY TWO.  The next power that attempted to control the Iberian Peninsula were the Visigoths. 
In 409 A.D. the Iberian Peninsula was invaded by Vandels, Suebi and Alans.  In 419, the 
Visigoths established a kingdom of Tolosa, but Toledo would later become the capital of their 
kingdom in Spain, in 544 A.D. From 507- 711, there were a series of eleven Visigoth kings.  
Their reigns were not continuous, and their hold over Spain was nothing like that of the 
Romans.  As they struggled to maintain control over the Peninsula, the Catholic Church leaders 
actually approached these people and told them if they would pledge allegiance publicly to the 
Catholic Church the Church would then help them control the region.  They did so in 587 A.D., 
and the Catholic Church gained more power, more wealth, and along with that more corrupting 
influence.  As the saying goes: "power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely". 

The spiritual significance here was the entrenchment of the Catholic Church in the affairs of 
what would become Spain as well as Portugal.  Portugal actually pushed back against the 
power and wealth of the Catholic Church in some significant ways, but Spain never did.  A state 
religion nearly always ends up being a compromised religion.  That domination would be 
interrupted by the next conquering force in the Peninsula, but it would also be reasserted later. 

DAY THREE.  In the summer of 711 A.D., Tariq along with some 7000 Berbers recently 
converted to Islam, landed on the rock that still bears his name – Gebel (Mount) Tariq of 
Gibraltar.  Mohammed had died in 632.  They had been sent by Damascus to recover what was 
taken from them by King Roderic, their father's successor to the Visigothic throne of Toledo.  
They called this land al-Andalus, "the Isle of the Vandels" which would later become Andalucia.  
King Roderic, who had been up north fighting the Vascones (Basques) and Cantabrians, was 
caught off-guard by the Muslim invasion and soundly defeated when many of his followers 
deserted him rather than fight.  He may even have been killed in the battle, because he is heard 
of no more in history.  Tariq proceeded on to Toledo, meeting no further resistance, and set up 
his empire in southern Spain.  They would continue to expand northward over the following 
centuries.  They did much to develop Spain, the physical landscape as well as Peninsula 
culture, but they were obviously no fans of the Catholic Church.  They would battle back and 
forth with Spaniards over the next seven centuries, losing their grip on the Peninsula starting in 
1002, losing Toledo in 1085, but not Granada and forced off the Peninsula until 1492, the same 
year in which Colombus discovered the New World. 

The spiritual significance of this colossal clash of culture and religions over seven centuries was 
the innumerable scars and hatreds, which many would say continue to this day.  It also led to a 
different sphere of battle, the Crusades.  Muslims still state that the Iberian Peninsula is 
rightfully theirs.  The radical Islamic groups of today have as one of their goals to retake Spain. 



DAY FOUR.  On November of 1095, in Clement, France, Pope Urban II convened a Church 
Council.  The Muslim advance north had been stopped in Poitiers, France back in 732.  But in 
1076, the Seljuk Turks had captured Jerusalem from the Arabs and made life intolerable for any 
Christians living there or going there on a pilgrimage.  Urban II spoke on the final day of that 
council, November 27th, saying – "Who will avenge these wrongs unless it be you who have 
won glory in arms?....If you would save your souls, then come forward to the defense of Christ. 
……Labor for everlasting reward…….You will earn the right to absolution from all your sins, and 
heaven is assured to any who fall in this worthy undertaking….The wealth of your enemies will 
be yours."  History records that the crowd rose as one and shouted – "God wills it!  God wills it!"  
And Urban II answered – "It is the will of God!"  The Crusades stretched over the next 200 
years. 

The spiritual significance here is clear.  The animosity and hatred sowed over those 200 years 
and done so as "the will of God", shattered any positive feelings between these two groups.  
The single greatest reason for resentment of Muslims towards Christians can be traced back to 
the Crusades.         

DAY FIVE.  How did Spain begin to reunite, even as Portugal would become a separate 
kingdom for the first time over the years 1139-1143?  The kingdom of Castilla emerged in 946.  
Fernando I then united Castilla and Leon in 1037.  Catalunya and Aragon formed an alliance in 
1137.  And when Fernando II and Isabel I married in 1469, Aragon and Castilla were united.  Did 
this marriage unite all of the Peninsula except for Portugal?  No.  But it brought together much 
of it, and this power center began to advocate for a united Spain in which everyone spoke 
Spanish, everyone was Catholic, and everyone pledged allegiance to their "state".  

The spiritual significance here, much as with the Romans, then the Visigoths, then the Moors, 
and now the emerging powers within Spain is that there were other languages spoken in the 
Peninsula, other regions that were nor represented by either part of this royal couple.  Yet unity 
was being enforced.  Conquer and control, for purposes of exploitation, was the reasoning 
behind all four of these conquests.  And the "enforcement of unity" created many societal 
nightmares in the Peninsula.  The Catholic Church was a key player in this activity under the 
Visigoths and the uniting of Spain from within.   

DAY SIX.  Obviously the Moors were not welcome in this new kingdom.  Nor were other outside 
peoples.  The first anti-Jewish pogroms as well as the "black death" (the Plague) took place in 
Spain between 1348-1351.  A pogrom is a simple declaration – either convert, flee, or be killed.  
For the Jews, this continued on through 1391 when there were mass "conversions" of Jews, 
and mass exodus as well.  Some say that between 60,000 and 70,000 Jews fled.  Others argue 
for a much lower number. The final expulsion date for the Jews – August 2nd, 1492.  This 
persecution and exile of the Jews from Spain was the most momentous event for Judaism 
between the middle of the second century A.D. and the holocaust!  The Spanish Jews or 
"Sephardi" Jews remained dispersed until the creation of the state of Israel in 1948.         

The spiritual significance of this continued effort to unite the Peninsula is what we call genocide 
today.  The Moors were enemies as well as different.  But the Jews – just different.  The uniting 
of Spain required the expulsion, the genocide of those not Spanish.  Others would be singled 
out as well, including Christians who were not part of the Catholic Church.  Spain led the world 
in genocide, under the pretext of "uniting" their land. 



DAY SEVEN.  How could Spain monitor these so-called conversions to the Catholic faith and 
make sure that these new "believers" stayed faithful?  Spain's answer to this dilemma was 
called the Inquisition.  It was first established in Castilla (Spain) in 1478.  The idea of the 
Inquisition started much earlier – as a tool to combat heresy within the church.  In 1163, Pope 
Alexander IV encouraged princes and bishops to imprison heretic and confiscate their 
properties.  Then in 1231, Pope Gregory IX that the church could do this work and he 
established a special church tribunal, called the Inquisition.  Back to Spain, Tomas de 
Torquemada was given the task of running the Spanish Inquisition.  By the time he died in 1498, 
some 2000 heretics had been executed under his authority.  And in a special piece of irony, 
Torquemada died hiding the fact the he himself had Jewish blood.  The most notorious of all the 
Catholic Inquisitions was the Spanish Inquisition.  It was an instrument of secular power, the 
State, rather than the church.  It lasted in Spain for almost 400 years, until the 1800's.  It was 
exported to the New World and used against native peoples there.  And, of course, it was used 
against Protestant Evangelical believers here.  The greatest persecutor of the Protestant 
church, was the Catholic Church. 

The spiritual significance here should be obvious.  If not, pick up a copy of the "Foxe Book of 
Martyrs" to read more about this activity.  The amount of evil unleashed through the Inquisition 
on all kinds of different people within the Iberian Peninsula and beyond in incalculable.   

DAY EIGHT.  Earlier in this guide, I mentioned that Portugal broke away from Spain to become a 
separate kingdom in 1139-1143.  I did not mean to imply by that that Portugal stayed free from 
Spain.  These two kingdoms waged war against each other for centuries, and Portugal finally 
broke away for good and declared independence in 1640, following 28 years of war with Spain.  
To be totally honest, I know very little about Spanish history – though I have been working at it 
off and on for a long time now.  I know almost nothing about Portugal.  I include it here because 
it is obviously part of the Iberian Peninsula.  If this "spirit of Madrid" controls the peninsula, then 
it controls Portugal as well.  I will bring up Portugal on at least three future entries.  But for now, 
simply consider the centuries of struggle between these two nations.  And as I have some extra 
"spare time" I will hope to do some more study on this country. 

The spiritual significance here is, once again, the conflict, the war, and the ongoing tensions 
between these two nations, both part of the Iberian Peninsula. 

DAY NINE.  "In 1492, Columbus crossed the ocean blue".  If you read that out loud, you should 
hear the rhyme.  He was probably GLAD to get out of Spain.  The Moors were in the process of 
being pushed back across the Mediterranean into Africa.  The Jews were being expelled from 
Spain.  In fact, When Columbus set sail and discovered what would be called the New World, 
he chose to leave from the small port of Palos because the larger port of Cadiz had been 
designated as the embarkation place for Jews, and was filled with thousands fleeing the country 
by ship.  He was looking for a western passage to the Indies.  What he discovered before he 
arrived there turned out to be the "New World".  He traveled west because Portugal already had 
monopoly on the coast of Africa (down and around), a bit of the Arabian Peninsula (present day 
Yemen), the east coast of India, and into the East Indies (present day Indonesia).  They would 
also end up with Brazil.  All the rest of South America, Central America, the Caribbean, Florida, 
Texas, and on around to the Pacific coast and as far up as southern Alaska.  Everything but the 
east coast of the US and   Canada. These two countries discovered and colonized the 
overwhelming amount of coastline of ALL the Americas!  Remember, back at the first of this  



guide, when I pointed out that the Iberian Peninsula was a gateway to three continents – Africa, 
Europe, and Asia.  You can now add the Americas to that list, at least initially.  No part of the 
world has so thoroughly dominated the rest of the world as these two countries combined. 

The spiritual significance here is impossible to state – it is so far reaching.  Columbus sailed 
looking for gold, but Christopher means "Christ bearer".  He apparently took his name as a sign 
that he was to bear the name of Christ across the seas to those who did not know him.  They 
did take the church to the New World, both countries, but they also took the Inquisition, they 
conquered, they colonized, they exploited, and traded in slavery. In some places, the Dominican 
Republic for instance, the original natives there, the "tainos", were exterminated, more by 
disease than executions and war, but exterminated nonetheless.  They no longer exist.  In 
Africa, what is the legacy of Portugal, Spain, and the rest of Europe on that continent?   

"Identificational repentance" is the idea of identifying the sins of a nation and crying out to God 
for forgiveness of those past sins in first person plural (we).  Many voices from Africa and 
America would say unequivocally that Spain and Portugal have a lot of chaos to recognize and 
repent for in regards to their New World exploits.  As ship builders, navigators, sailors and "new 
world" leaders, many would say that the Basque people have a lot items to recognize and 
repent for as well. 

DAY TEN.  As you are starting to realize, it is not always easy to order these events in a neat, 
chronological fashion.  Many of these items took place over hundreds of years.  And that is part 
of the heaviness of all this:  they are not "year events" or even "decade events" but centuries of 
chaos and heartbreak.  Perhaps, the most damning of all this list was the scourge of slavery.  
Obviously, this concept did not start with Spain & Portugal.  We can read in the O.T. where 
Israel became enslaved in Egypt and was forced to build their cities.  A bit later, Solomon and 
conscripted (enslaved) those around Israel to build his kingdom into the world power of its day.  
The Romans certainly did the same thing.  Muslims enslaved Iberians, and later Iberians would 
enslave Muslims.  Most anywhere, when a group of people achieved prominence and began to 
build, there were slaves involved.  In both Spain and Portugal, slavery is an undisputed reality.  
Sometimes those living nearby were forced into service, but as the world "progressed", slaves 
were searched for in other places.  The continent of Africa became a slave base for Europe, and 
later the U.S. as well.  The Belgians, the British, the French, the Germans, and the Italians all 
had significant land holdings in Africa for centuries.  But it was the Spanish and Portuguese that 
led the way, even as they discovered those lands.  They went to Africa, to exploit those 
resources, and eventually decided that the natives were simply another resource.  This process 
began as these places were discovered, but slavery in Africa, the exploiting of Africa, really took 
off in earnest as the rest of Europe watched Spain and Portugal rake in so much wealth in the 
New World.  Then as Spain and Portugal lost their power and influence in Europe, other 
European nations were more than happy to take their places in the exploitation business – 
resources and the native peoples.  For how long was Africa pillaged by Europe?  Until the 
second half of the twentieth century!  Before 1951, only four countries in Africa had achieved 
independence.  Four.  Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia, and the Union of South Africa.  Between 
1951-1955, one new, independent country was added – Libya.  All the rest came after 1656.  I 
was BORN in 1656.  Eventually, Europe did leave.  All but one nation.  Spain still has two small 
enclaves in Africa.  And as Europe finally left, African nations began was against neighboring 
nations.  They still do so.  There is still one nation waiting to achieve independence in Africa.   

Western Sahara.  When Spain finally gave up on that corner of the world, Morocco moved in to 
claim it as their own.  Sixteen years of war ensued.  Finally the UN was able to broker a cease-



fire in 1991, and though Western Sahara is recognized as nation by more than 75 governments, 
Morocco still rules there.  The exploitation continues. 

As was the case with DAY NINE, the spiritual ramifications here impossible to state, because 
they are so far reaching.  And the scars are found around the world, not just in Africa.  The US is 
a good case in point to contemplate here.  Our Civil War was fought over slavery.  Southern 
plantations had created their own "empire" that required slavery to maintain it all.  So we fought.  
And even after we stopped fighting, the treatment of blacks continued to be an embarrassment 
for our nation.  Many would argue that it still is.  Do you have any idea when inter-racial 
marriages were allowed in the US?  On June 12, 1967, only fifty years ago, the Supreme Court 
struck down laws that had impeded inter-racial marriages, laws that were still in place in sixteen 
of our fifty states.  Africa continues to be a tortured continent in our day, and the slave issue as 
well as exploitation on the part of Europe has to be acknowledged as THE primary factor in all 
the heartache.  Portugal actually outlawed slavery sooner than most nations, but Portugal and 
Spain still led the way into Africa, slavery included, and Spain is the final nation to hang onto a 
bit of that continent.  The Western Sahara still waits for their independence from Morocco.  We 
can all pray "we" when crying out to God for the sin of slavery. 

NOTE:  I have talked a lot about Spain and Portugal over the past few entries.  I will return to 
them later, especially to Spain, as I know a bit more about the history of this nation.  Next I will 
focus our attention on the Catholic Church.  But please, PLEASE remember what we stated at 
the first of this guide.  Spain is not the enemy.  Neither is Portugal.  Neither is the Catholic 
Church.  Our enemy is not flesh and blood but spiritual, and the "spirit of Madrid" is the name I 
am using to represent the territorial spirit over the Iberian Peninsula.  We are considering the 
amount of chaos that has been generated world-wide from this place, but our reason for doing 
so is to see clearly the power of this spirit and ask God to bind this spirit, day after day, month 
after month, and year after year if necessary….until we hear about and can celebrate that a 
Second Reformation has come to Spain and Portugal, to the native inhabitants of this peninsula.  
If you lose sight of that end-goal, then all of this information is of no value. 

DAY ELEVEN.  What are the "wrongs" within the Catholic Church?  The easy way out here 
would be to tell you to find a copy of Martin Luther's ninety-five theses nailed to the door of the 
Wittenberg Cathedral in 1517.  That is not a bad exercise to complete.  Remember, Luther was 
a Catholic priest who was hoping to reform his Church.  In that time in history, his understanding 
of the Church's faults was very precise and very complete.  But for this short guide, I would like 
to give you my "top five", and yet help you understand these are not the only five.  Also realize 
that some historical events have already been covered and will continue to be covered later on.   

The first item on my short list was also part of Luther's list – indulgences.  "Indulgence" 
describes the remission of punishment for sins.  Nobody knows for sure when indulgences 
began in the Catholic Church, but the really flourished during the Middle Ages, the1400's and 
1500's.  The idea was that for a price, a donation to the Catholic Church, you could have your 
sins pardoned or those of someone you loved.  It was a scheme used to bankroll the growing 
empire of the church.  The practice was officially condemned by the Church in 1562.  Yet 
indulgences are still part of the Catholic Church today, though now not sold. 

The spiritual implication for this practice is that death is still not handled well by many Catholics, 
and their purported "authority" to resolve the sin issue would be laughable, if not still clinged to 
by so many as the answer for forgiveness of sins.  As a cure-all for the great problem in a grace 



plus works theology, indulgences are not helpful nor are they true.  The Catholic Church nor any 
other church has that power. 

DAY TWELVE.  The next item on my list would be the Catholic idea of syncretism.  Catholics 
believe that they can simply "Christianize" elements in other cultures that are pagan.  This 
includes places of worship, but also practices within different cultures.  Their mission strategy is 
syncretism, the transforming of those elements from dark to light.  The examples within Basque 
culture are many, but St John's Day Eve should suffice.  On the eve of St John's Day, June 
23rd, large bonfires are lit in most Basque towns, villages and even farmhouses.  In most 
places, it is primarily a gathering place and time for people.  But if the celebration is complete, 
there is a procession of Basque musicians and effigies of Basque "gods" on poles that are 
marched through the crowd and up to the fire.  The effigies are then placed in the fire.  What 
does this mean?  Are the people, as Catholics, renouncing these gods and destroying them in 
the fire.  That is what I assumed as I watched this celebration in Lazkao for the first time in 
1993.  But I was wrong!  When I shared my theory to a bystander in Lazkao, he laughed and 
told me – "Oh no.  We have done this for centuries, before we ever became Catholic.  The idea 
is that as the effigies are burned, the ashes go up in the air and are scattered across the 
Basque Country as an invitation for these gods to continue in our land for another year."  Then 
he laughed again and added – "But no one really believes that.  It is simply another Basque 
tradition."  The Catholic Church simply chose to rename this celebration St John's Day, and 
every year, the Basques unknowingly, for the most part, continue to invite those powers to hang 
around for another year.  George Otis, Jr, when answering the question of what allows a dark 
presence to establish itself in a particular place, responds with three thoughts: (1) the 
explicitness of the original pact between people and the "powers", (2) the amount of time a 
particular pact has been in existence, and (3) the nature of the evil spirits involved. 

The spiritual significance to this one celebration should be crystal clear.  This pact, though 
renamed is very explicit, and it has been going on, without interruption for hundreds if not 
thousands of years.  St. John' Eve celebration is not a good celebration. 

DAY THIRTEEN.  Read number three (two paragraphs above) one more time.  How powerful 
are these so called "gods".  The answer, in this case, is stunning.  Jose Miguel Barandiaran was 
the best know Basque scholar of the past century.  He lived to be 102 years old so he lived 
through most of it!  He was also a Catholic priest and lived out his final decades in Ataun, a 
small town just up the road from Lazkao.  He was an archeologist, anthropologist, and in his 
later years, he did hundreds of interviews with older Basques, to study that culture.  I first read 
this interview in the Basque Library at the University of Nevada, Reno, studying the Basque 
people while back in the US.  He was interviewing an elderly woman in home hometown of 
Ataun.  Ataun is famous for its pagan background.  QUESTION:  Have you ever seen Maria, the 
mother of Jesus in a vision?  Of course!  QUESTION:  Have you ever seen Mari, the famous 
Basque witch.  Yes.  QUESTION:  Is there any possible ways of confusing these two ladies?  
Certainly not!  QUESTION:  Why is that?  Because Mari is always dressed in black and appears 
in a time of darkness, usually a thunderstorm.  She is evil.  She is menacing.  She is a witch.  
But Maria is always dressed in white, flooded in light.  She is good.  She is the mother of Jesus.   

Barandiaran had the information he was looking for, but in this case asked one final thing of this 
lady.  What about these two ladies' faces.  Could you focus just on that detail, the faces, and 
block out everything else.  She happily agreed to do this, began to focus, and suddenly went 
into shock and fell out of her chair onto the floor.  EMS was called.  They came and worked to 



revive her.  When they were finally able to do so, she was extremely upset and kept repeating 
over and over again – "My God, my God, they're twins!" 

Many people have noticed, down through the centuries, that the spiritual opponents of God 
often take a female form.  Think of Diana, known as the "queen of heaven" in Ephesus (Acts 
19).  This figure was a powerful spirit that held sway not only in Ephesus, but in that whole 
region.  Paul's ministry there put that goddess in such decline that the folks that promoted that 
goddess and make silver figures of her, rioted in Ephesus, hoping to reclaim her importance and 
their livelihoods.  Some have speculated, that this goddess, defeated by the arrival of the "good 
news", decided to make her comeback through an obscure element of that good news, the 
mother of Jesus.  For this very reason, the final year of worldwide prayer leading up to the year 
2000, chose to redefine their prayer target from the 10/40 window, the 40/70 window.  That shift 
was made to include a good part of Europe, the Iberian Peninsula included, where Mary, the 
mother of Jesus was highly venerated.  How highly?  For a time, the Catholic Church debated 
calling Mary "co-Redemptrist" with Jesus.  How is that possible?  She was the mother of Jesus?  
The Council of Ephesus (note the location), decided to designate Mary as the "mother of God".  
Theotokos.  This led to other ideas such as the Assumption of Mary – Mary was taken up in 
body and soul to reign in heaven.  She has become the female face of God, the compassionate 
side of God and she is often prayed to before God, in place of God.   

The spiritual significance here in unbelievable.  God has been replaced by Mary in the hearts 
and minds of many.  The "queen of heaven" of the New Testament, has become the Queen of 
heaven" for many Catholics.  And it gets worse.     

 DAY FOURTEEN.  Apparitions of Mary are common throughout the Catholic world.  
"Apparition" means becoming visible unexpectedly.  These apparitions require extensive 
investigation before being declared authentic.  And the decision of authenticity, when made, is 
not binding.  It is not an article of faith.  But apparitions are considered "sources of grace" and 
understood as helpful to the worship of God.  So that experience is greatly desired by many 
Catholics around the world.  Where would you guess that the three most celebrated 
"apparitions" have taken place, around the world?  Fatima Portugal, Lourdes, France (not far at 
all from the Spanish border, and Guadalupe, Mexico (a country obviously colonized by Spain).  
In Lourdes, she identified herself as the "Immaculate Conception", another Catholic attempt to 
heighten her importance, and the healing waters she showed to Bernadette Soubirous in 1858 
are what inspire people from around the world to make the pilgrimage there to seek healing.  In 
Fatima, Portugal, in 1915, she revealed herself to three small children and identified herself as 
the "lady of the Rosary".  She emphasized the daily praying of the Rosary as a devotion to the 
Immaculate heart of Mary in order to bring about world peace.  "If people do not turn to prayer, 
more war will break out."  She asked for Russia to be consecrated to her Immaculate Heart, and 
four months after than warning the Russian Revolution began.  So Catholics began to take that 
discipline more seriously.  In Mexico City, 1531, she revealed herself to an indigenous peasant, 
St. Juan Diego.  In this apparition, she appeared as a native, Mexican, in front of the sun, which 
was the main god in their pantheon, and thus became a new representation of the divine.  There  

were other miraculous details here, including that the exact image of the apparition was 
imprinted on Juan's cloak.  This new apparition was seen as something growing out of their own 
religion and she is the patron saint of the Americas. 

Again, the spiritual implication should be obvious.  But two more details need to be stated here.  
First of all, there are many, MANY different apparitions of virgins cited around the world.  There 



are many, many virgins just in Spain, for that matter.  They are venerated.  The many songs 
entitled "Ave Maria" are just one expression of that veneration.  The important masses of the 
calendar year always include the different Mary masses – her immaculate conception, her 
assumption, etc.  The opportunity to simply touch one her many statutes continues to cause 
crushes of people in different places around the world.  Finally, the Catholic Church continue to 
emphasize the importance of the Virgin.  Pope Francisco made a trip to Portugal in May of 2017 
for the express purpose of verifying the apparition of Fatima, canonizing the children that first 
reported that experience and worshiping the Holy Mother.  Look back to the paragraph just 
before DAY ONE and see the comment on "religious festivals and pilgrimages" and "religious 
celebrations".  That is exactly what we have here, and in the next day's entry as well.  

DAY FIFTEEN.  Hebrews 11 is often referred to as the "roll call of the heroes of the faith".  But if 
you really want to see a list of saints, just pick up a copy of the book of saints from the Catholic 
Church.  Of course, they include Mary and the apostles, but they have multiple lists for every 
day of the year.  It is not a bad thing to remember folks from the past, but the claims made about 
these people, the miracles attributed to them, and the prominence given them, and the worship 
given them is just unreal.  The statutes made in their honor are ever-present in the Catholic 
Church.  Many more churches are named for the saints than those that are named for Jesus.  It 
is almost as if they struggle to focus on Jesus for having to keep up with all the virgins and all of 
the saints.  The spiritual implication here, in my mind, is that the saints as well as the virgins 
seem to be competitors to Christ, not complements, and oftentimes more important than Jesus.         

DAY SIXTEEN.  The final thought in this series of ideas has to do with the Counter-Reformation 
and the efforts of the Catholic Church keep the Bible out of the hands of the people, and keep it 
securely in the hands of the priests.  In Spain, the history of the Counter-Reformation is one of 
trying to eradicate the translation of Scripture into the language of the people, along with those 
people who worked to translate it, distribute it, and study it.  Instances of charismatic Catholic 
Bible study groups in Spain have happened, but they are far too few and far too fleeting when 
they do.  Catholics here, in general, are still not encouraged to purchase a Bible and certainly 
not encourage to study one on their own.  That is what the daily masses are for.  If you want to 
purchase a Catholic book better a copy of the Catholic Catechism or a book of the Catholic 
saints.  This is why the Reformation, in the Iberian Peninsula, has had such struggle.  The 
Catholic Church has also taught here, with a vengeance, that there are four religious 
possibilities open to people.  You can be Catholic, Jewish, Muslim or part of a cult group.  And 
there is no doubt, in this hierarchy, where the Protestant Evangelical Church is to be located.          

The spiritual implication here is obvious.  The goal of missions here is first to encourage people 
to pick up the Bible and read it for themselves, discovering that they can understand it and can 
find their faith transformed.  Most people here have never picked up a Bible and studied it  

seriously for themselves.  Where would you be without the Word of God as a part of your 
personal life?     

DAY SEVENTEEN.  The thought for today also has to do with the Counter-Reformation, but a 
very specific event – the Counter-Reformation in France.  Why, you may be asking.  France is 
right next door, but still outside of the Iberian Peninsula.  That is absolutely true.  But at a key 
juncture in the history of the Reformation, the Church of Navarra (Spain) had the opportunity 
continue the amazing growth of the Protestant Church in France, but they gave it up, in a pact 



with the Catholic leaders in that country, and they lost everything in the process, including their 
lives.  Two events highlight want happened to Protestants in France.  Calvinism had come to 
France in 1955.  It had also come to Navarre, in northern Spain.  It was a Calvin disciple who 
translated the first Bible into euskera (Basque).  Nearly half of the French population became 
Protestants.  They were called Huguenots there.  Fighting broke out between Catholics and 
Huguenots between the years 1562 and 1572.  In that ten year span, there were eighteen 
massacres of Huguenots, five of Catholics, and thirty assassinations.  

But on August 18th, 1572, there were hopes for peace through a royal wedding.  Protestant 
King Henry of Navarre and Catholic Margaret of Valios.  Margaret was the sister of young King 
Charles of France and the daughter of Catherine de Medici, the powerful Queen mother.  As she 
planned her daughter's wedding, Catherine was also plotting the assassination of Admiral 
Gaspard de Coligny, a popular war hero who had become the leader of the Huguenots.  The 
attempt failed, and young King Charles, furious at his mother over such an act, shouted in a fit 
of rage – "If you are going to kill Coligny, why don't you just kill all of the Huguenots in France so 
there will be no one left to hate me."  So Catherine ordered the murder of all Huguenots in Paris, 
including those who had attended the wedding.  The massacre began on St. Bartholomew's 
Day, August 24th, 1572.  The killing spree quickly spread throughout the city, and eventually 
throughout the nation.  Later, when King Henry III of France suddenly died, Henry of Navarre 
was the next in line to become king of all Spain.  The Catholics of France would not allow him to 
become king until he embraced Catholicism, to "unify" the country.  He did so.  Once he became 
King, he issued the Edict of Nantes in 1598, which granted Huguenots freedom of religion in 
some parts of the country, civil equality and fair administration of justice.  Huguenots began to 
flourish once again.  But on October 18th, 1685, the edict was revoked, and Huguenots were 
once again slaughtered and forced to flee France.  At the height of the Reformation in France, 
nearly half the nation was Huguenot.  And Henry of Navarre, was next in line to become king of 
all France, which he did, but only after pledging allegiance to the Catholic Church in the name of 
"unity".  Today, less than 1% of France shares the faith of the Huguenots, and that nation, as 
well as Navarre in Spain, is a mission field.   

The spiritual implications for France, as well as for Navarre in Spain, should be obvious.  
Navarre is also the historical capital of the Basque people, so many Protestants here as well as 
in France often speak of "what if" in looking back at history.   

DAY EIGHTEEN.  I think that you probably realize the breadth of the Spanish empire in the 
Americas.  But do you realize the reach Spain's empire across Europe.  Portugal, the lower half 
of Italy, parts of France parts of Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, most of the Philippines in 
Asia.  Some of that came through war, other through royal weddings.  Spain was a powerful, 
powerful country in Europe, in part due to its naval forces, the Spanish Armada.  And where  

Spain went, the Catholic Church went as well.  Look through a copy of "Operation World" or 
Johnstone's latest effort, "The Future of the Global Church".  This book, on pages 104-105 gives 
an overview of Catholics in the world.  Think as well about the discovery and colonization of the 
New World (and the Philippines), the exploitation of Africa, the accompanying inquisitions, 
pogroms as mission, genocides, etc, and then contemplate the influence of Spain, especially 
during the 1500's and 1600's.  If you throw in the enterprises of Portugal as well, no area of the 
world has held such power and influence over the rest of the world, as these two countries.  And 
if the "spirit of Madrid" drove that activity, you can begin to see just how powerful this force has 
been around the world and over those two centuries.  Add to that the Muslim conflicts, and you 
even better appreciate the reach of this territorial spirit around the world. 



DAY NINETEEN.  Obviously, Spain does not control that much of the world today.  What 
happened?  A series of wars across Europe….and in some sense, around the world – Africa, the 
Americas, and the Philippines.  The Netherlands began their revolt against Spain in 1561.  
Eventually they would fight what is known as the Thirty Years War.  In 1648, Spain was forced to 
recognize Dutch independence.  Portugal broke away in 1640, as previously mentioned.  
Germany, a century earlier.  Belgium, in 1713, along with the lower half of Italy, Sicily, etc.  Their 
Invincible Armada was defeated in 1588.  All the different wars with France and England, 
sometimes alone and other times with one of those powers against the third. 

The spiritual implication of conquest and war is tough to quantify, but make no mistake, Spain 
has reeked a lot of havoc around Europe, to say nothing of Africa, the Americas and the 
Philippines.  The Philippines is still a very hot spot in the world.  And as those different places 
were able to break free, more havoc.  But there were also wars, multiple wars within Spain for 
over a century.  That is what we will look at next. 

DAY TWENTY.  There have often been struggles in some of the different regions of Spain.  
Catalunya, Navarre, etc.  But Spain has also fought two Carlist Wars and then their Civil War.  In 
1833, with the death of Fernando VII and no male heir, the first Carlist War was fought over 
seven years, ending in 1839.  The second Carlist revolt would happen in 1868-1874.  These 
wars were fought over several issues.  The traditional way of life as opposed to the modern 
French Revolution ideas, the place of the Catholic Church in Spain, which blood line was the 
legitimate heir to the throne, etc.  Who or what should be driving the nation.  There were 
pockets of Carlists spread across the nation and the other side as well, so these conflicts were 
messy.  The Spanish Civil did not happen until 1936-1939.  And that ended with severe political 
repression for the losers, severe economic recession, and the rise to power of General Franco.  
Whoever had the upper hand at any given moment wielded heavy reprisals against the 
"enemy".  There were periods of "fury" leveled against the Catholic Church.  Priests were killed, 
nuns were raped, churches were burned.  Spain has been at war with itself, or leading up to the 
boiling point of war for over one hundred years.  There have been agrarian "reforms", labor 
struggles, and special regional tensions, especially in Catalunya.  Spain has been at war with 
itself on so many different fronts for one hundred years.   

The spiritual implication is unresolved social issues, people at war with each other, bloodletting 
on both sides, so much hatred, that nothing or no one seemed able to stop it, until General 
Franco rose to power.  The Franco years comes next. 

DAY TWENTY ONE.  Victory Day for Franco, the conclusion of the Spanish Civil War, came on 
April1st, 1939.  Franco would remain in power until his death on November 20th, 1975.  Notice 
the length of his reign of power – thirty six years!  Notice when it ended in relation to today.  
Only 42 years ago.  What happened during that time period? A Second World War in which 
Franco courted Hitler, but Hitler declined and then he courted the US, when that was in his best 
interest, and through the war, Spain remained neutral.  To me, the most amazing thing about 
Franco is that he pursued essentially the same goals that Ferdinand and Isabel had back in the 
late 1400's.  Everyone should speak Spanish ("Christian"), everyone should be Catholic, and 
everyone should pledge allegiance to him.  Those that did not and those who opposed him 
during the Civil War paid with their lives.  So did many of their wives.  So did many of their 
children.  He permitted no rivals.  He was a dictator.  The Catholic Church enjoyed their final 
"hey day", but at the hands of the dictator.  And when Franco died, his handprints across Spain 



simply vanished.  If you want to read a great book on contemporary Spain, you can do no better 
than "Ghosts of Spain", by Giles Tremlett, a British author.  His chapter two is entitled – "Looking 
for the Highest General" (literally Generalisimo).  His point is that other than the "Valley of the 
Fallen", the enormous mausoleum that he built for himself with the lives of countless political 
prisoners, enemies of his, there is no evidence that the General was ever here.  Spain has tried 
desperately to wipe away every trace.  But of course he was here for 42 years.  And his legacy 
is that when democracy was finally established here following his death, it had to be founded on 
the twin principles of amnesty and amnesia.  That is the legacy of General Franco. 

The spiritual implication for this time period, ever so close to the present, should be crystal clear.  
Unresolved social justice issues are a major reason for darkness to continue in a given place.  A 
dictator like Franco was not concerned with any justice beyond his own revenge.    

DAY TWENTY TWO.  Following the death of Franco, Spain moved into a time known as the 
Transition, going from dictator to a democracy.  As the nation moved in that direction, leaders 
quickly realized that there was a lot of carnage in their immediate past, and if people were 
allowed to sift through all of that, the nation could never go forward.  So they made a very 
unusual decision – the nation would be built on a policy of amnesia and amnesty with regards to 
past wrongs.  It would be illegal to look back to clarify or prosecute those wrongs.  That may 
sound like a good idea, but it is bad on at least three fronts.  First of all, any sense of justice was 
denied.  Second, there was no real forgiveness or reconciliation over that past.  And lastly, there 
is still no "agreed upon" sense of history.  The pro-Franco folks thought that he was a savior, 
and that the other side was in the wrong.  And the anti-Franco folks feel that he was a ruthless 
dictator and their cause was the correct one.  Both views, taken to that extreme, are obviously 
wrong.  Back in early May of this year, a political expert from Bosnia stated that he sees a lot of 
similarities between the former Yugoslavia and present-day Spain.  Everybody manipulates 
history to their point of view, the country struggles to move forward.  The former Yugoslavia is a 
case in point.  What used to be a single country, though poorly designated so following World 
War II, is now five countries: Bosnia, Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro, Macedonia, and a sixth 
region, Kosovo, would like to separate from Serbia.  This was a place that looked like a single 
country on a world map following World War II, but was not.  Spain is similar to that: to 
understand Spain, you must acknowledge and make space for the autonomous regions located 
within the country.  How is that done?  Very difficult to answer, but one national political party in 
Spain, the PSOE, as of yesterday, June 18th, 2017, is now calling Spain a plurality of nations 
under a single sovereignty.  Simply political rhetoric or a new attempt to express the reality of 
this nation.  Time will tell. 

The spiritual implication for this entry is sobering.  No agreed upon history.  No justice for past 
wrongs.  No reconciliation.  No forgiveness.  And when current situations need to be addressed 
– such as what to do about all of the E.T.A. prisoners – people who are for them simply respond 
amnesia and amnesty, just like before.   

DAY TWENTY THREE.  The advent of "freedom" brought another huge problem to the nation of 
Spain. We will be highlighting different forms of this over the next several days.  What is meant 
by the word "freedom"?  For many people here, freedom means I am free to do whatever I want 
to do, especially in the moral realm.  For decades, if not centuries, Spain had a very strict moral 
standard, a Catholic standard, but that was an "imposed" standard, imposed by church and 
state.  What I mean by that is the moral code of the Catholic Church was not one that many 
individuals here embraced willing as their own.  Obedience that comes as a result of love to the 
one being obeyed is a beautiful thing.  Jesus said – "If you love Me, you will obey Me."  But 
obedience that is forced upon other becomes a hard legalism at best, or an imposition or even 



moral slavery at the worst.  When Spain became "free", almost overnight, morals here flipped 
180 degrees.  Spain became a "party" nation, famous for their "movido" spirit.  And this partying 
is a hard, free-wheeling partying.  In present-day Spain, you can party all night long, literally, go 
home and grab a shower and a bite to eat if you have time, and then head off to work.  
Absenteeism from work in Spain is the highest in all the European Community.  And this 
"freedom" not simply permitted, it is flaunted.   

The spiritual implication for this is devastating.  In any area of life, touching moral issues, 
irregardless of age or gender, the absence of embraced moral values creates all kinds of 
problems.  And the time lapse of this change was almost "over night". 

DAY TWENTY FOUR.  Marriage is one of these compromised areas.  Marriage is a key tenet of 
the Catholic faith.  In the past, the marriage ceremony was nearly always performed in the 
Catholic Church and divorce was a pretty rare occurrence.  But now most marriages are 
performed before a justice of the peace, if at all.  Divorce is more of a financial headache than a 
moral issue.  And living together before marriage is just assumed.  Marriage is more seriously 
considered if a child is coming and there is that expectation from extended family. 

The spiritual implication should be obvious for all, because the values of marriage are changing 
in most societies.  The difference between what you know and Spain is the rapidness of the 
shift, and no real hope of ever going back, apart from a second Reformation. 

DAY TWENTY FIVE.  Another area of moral slide is in the area of pornography and prostitution.  
It used to be that men in the Basque Country traveled to France to indulge in those kinds of 
activities.  But with the advent of "freedom" these two items simply exploded in Spain.  Spain 
has gone from very little prostitution to leading Europe in that area.  People come from all over 
Europe and beyond for sexual vacations here.  And pornography knows no limits.  There is even 
"ethical and feminist porn" here as well as the "bad stuff".  This past month, some women in 
Madrid mounted a campaign to protest the porn that is placed on car windshields.  Newspapers 
in Spain are financed by the prostitution adds in the "want ads".  Advertisements on TV, even 
back in the 90's were something we had to turn off or simply walk away from.   

The spiritual implication should be obvious, and there are no age limits here.  And of course, 
that level of pornography and prostitution breeds other issues in society.   

DAY TWENTY SIX.  "Machismo" is a term that refers to abusive treatment of women by men in 
this society.  It is measured by the number of deaths per month in Spain.  There are 28 thus far 
for this year, and no one would be surprised to read about "number 29" tomorrow.  Each year, 
the numbers just seem to keep increasing.  Those same attitudes filter down into the treatment 
of Moms by their own young people.  Just this past week alone, there were articles about the 
sexual attacks on university campuses against women and then in elementary schools, boy 
against girl problems as well as girl against boy.  Abortions here with a "morning after" pill that is 
easier to purchase in pharmacies than Tylenol and also less of a surprise….at any age. 

I am sure you see the spiritual implications here.  Again, here in Spain the frightening thing is 
the rapidness of the change, all part of "freedom". 

DAY TWENTY SEVEN.  The final issue here that I will highlight is that of gender issues.  This 
one is especially painful for me, because most of the funding of this comes straight from my 
country.  The number of gender "exceptions" just keeps going up.  In a European speech a few 
months ago, a legislator spent several minutes just reading though the list as a personalized 



welcomed as he addressed his legislative group.  The most sickening item going through Spain, 
province by province, autonomous region by autonomous region, is the gender indoctrination 
being pursued by that lobby, group, financed once again by the US.  This indoctrination actually 
start here in pre-school.  Very few push back against that because that is the new freedom.  The 
age at which you can ask for a sex change here is into the single digits.  And the money is 
available if you can make a convincing case.  Freedom. 

The spiritual implications are dizzying.  How many adults that pursue a sex change live to regret 
it?  How about among young people?  How about among children? 

DAY TWENTY EIGHT.  The final item I would like to address here, and it is one that you can 
probably guess, is the younger and younger ages at which all of this is happening in Spain.  The 
medical condition of drinking yourself into a coma used to be a real problem for thirteen-year-
olds.  Now that age is eleven.  Sexual activity.  A similar downward trend.  In Spain, you are 
encouraged to be sexually active as soon as you want to, and the morning after pill can easily 
be had if there is any doubt about what might have happened.  Smoking is actually down among 
Basque teens but the age in which they start, down as well.  

DAY TWENTY NINE.  Worldview is a term used to explain the value system one uses to 
navigate life.  If you would like to read a very simple book that addresses this idea, I would 
recommend to you a 74-page book, and pretty large print, entitled "The 3D Gospel"   The 
subtitle is the following: ministry in guilt and shame and fear cultures.  The quick summary of 
this book is the following: all cultures in the world revolve around one of three worldviews (or a 
mix if that culture is changing rapidly).  Guilt vs. innocence is a possibility if a culture agrees 
upon clear ideas of what constitutes right and what constitutes wrong.  Shame vs. honor is a 
second system, where those two items are generally agreed upon in a given culture.  The third 
option is fear vs. power.  In this worldview, a belief in the "spiritual realm" is assumed, but 
knowing how to navigate all of that is almost impossible without an expert to help you along.  All 
three worldviews are found in Scripture because all three have existed for that long…..and they  

still do.  In the US, most Christ followers assume a guilt vs. innocence worldview, because our 
nation was founded on clear religious principles, and they still value those principles.  Most 
would assume the same situation for Catholic Spain.  But what if the morals here were imposed 
rather than embraced?  In that scenario, shame vs. honor would be the system.  The difference 
between the two in very simple terms.  In honor vs. shame, doing wrong is not an 
issue….unless you are caught doing wrong.  And if your nation is founded on amnesia and 
amnesty, even that ideal is set aside. 

Two items are of critical importance for missions here.  First of all, most evangelism around the 
world is done from a guilt vs. innocence perspective, the "Christian" perspective.  All people are 
sinners but Christ died to pay the price for that personal sin issue.  But most of the world does 
not operate on a guilt vs. innocence perspective.  We have been addressing the world from 
OUR worldview, not THEIRS.  In current-day Spain, where freedom is "freedom to do whatever I 
want to do" and those boundaries are being pushed farther and farther out all the time, how can 
the good news be presented so that they understand it?  More and more people would question 
today if there is any more guilt vs. shame cultures.  Certainly that is changing in my country.  

All three worldviews are addressed in Scripture.  But we, as Christ followers, rarely see any of 
those except ours.  Need an example form Scripture to help open your eyes and your heart to 
this reality?  Turn to Luke 15, the parable of the prodigal son.  What did the prodigal say to his 



father once he decided to return home?  "Father, I have sinned against heaven and earth" -- 
Jewish context, guilt vs. innocence, even used the S-word!  But how about that next line?  "And 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son."  Honor vs. shame.  And as he stood before his 
father, which of those two items was his heart item?  I would argue for the second.  In sharing 
the good news with others, we have our word view to consider, but also theirs.  Which is more 
important if they are going to hear and respond?  

The spiritual implication here is huge.  We need to see those other two worldviews clearly in 
Scripture and we need to think a lot more about the hearer's worldview, not our own. 

DAT THIRTY.  Which is the worldview of Spain?  All three!  But which of these are declining and 
which are on the rise?  Guilt vs. innocence is falling and falling rapidly.  Abortion.  
Homosexuality.  Marriage.  Enough said.  Honor vs. shame?  Falling as well.  Fewer and fewer 
people here can even attempt to explain honor or point to a human model that represents honor 
for them.  Less and less feelings of shame because "everyone else does it, too."  Fear vs. 
power?  Ironically this one is on the rise.  Very few people embrace this proudly, though there 
are folks here who want to become a witch or a warlock.  But the advertising of those who 
promise a solution to any and all of your problems and are so confident of their ability to "help" 
that no payment is required unless you see that help.  Those who can help you see your future.  
In the Basque Country, we now have Basque mythology tourism routes.  Go to these "magical 
sites".  Have that "magical" experience.  Paganism and the occult are on the rise.  There is no 
denial of the spiritual realm, but just give me a little help in navigating that world and protecting 
myself.  And let's not talk about life after, because I have not answer for that.  Just concentrate 
on the "here and now" because that is all we can be certain of.  Welcome to my world.  And 
welcome to yours, for many of the people living around you.  We have good news.  But how do 
we present it.  We also have spiritual enemies.  What can we do about those?   

                        

                       

The spiritual implication, for ALL Christ-followers in ANY country should be obvious.  We have to 
think a LOT more about the worldview of our hearers.  And we have to think a LOT more about 
our enemies – the "flesh", the "world" and the spiritual realm, Satan included.  There are clear 
biblical strategies for each enemy.  When the flesh tempts, we are instructed to run from that 
temptation.  When the world starts to whisper those half-truths or lies, we are told to refute that 
"voice", that "pull", with the truth of the Word.  And in the spiritual world, we can ask God to act 
on HIS behalf, on behalf of those around us. We can ask God to bind the strongman so that 
God's Word can be received unhindered.  We can cry out in identificational repentance (a "we" 
prayer, not a "they" prayer of judgment).  Our model here is the publican, not the Pharisee.  See 
Luke 18:9-14.  God does not desire that any be lost.  How badly do we desire that same thing?  
Do we desire it enough to pray fervently and consistently that God draws more souls into His 
kingdom until HE decides that time is up and HE returns?  Can we ask HIM to bind the spirit of 
Madrid so that a second Reformation, a more complete Reformation, might come to the Iberian 
Peninsula?  And maybe even beyond!  My prayer is that this guide will help you to better 
understand the spiritual reality in the Iberian Peninsula and do just that!                                       

                                                  


